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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Background 
 
1.1.1 This Design and Access Statement has been prepared on behalf of Anesco Ltd (hereafter 

referred to as ‘the Applicant’) to accompany a full planning application which seeks consent 
for the installation of a Battery Energy Storage System (‘BESS’) (hereafter referred to as 
‘Proposed Development’) at Ball Green Farm, east of Bemersley Road, Brown Edge, 
Staffordshire, Moorlands, ST6 8UL (hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’). The Site location is 
indicated edged in red on the image below: 
 
F i gure  1 .1 : S i t e  Loca t i on  

 
 

1.1.2 This Design and Access Statement has been prepared to be compliant with Part 3, Article 9 of 
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 
2015. Consideration has been given to the importance of demonstrating the mechanisms for 
delivery of design quality within the built environment. 
 

1.2 Scope and Content of the Design & Access Statement 
 

1.2.1 To ensure the proposals achieve physical integration, the area surrounding the site has been 
assessed. The assessment analysis has focussed on the following components: 
 
• Local Context Analysis – an assessment and evaluation of the site, surrounding 

land uses, access and transport links to inform the planning process. 
• The Evaluation section includes an assessment of the existing site with the 

identification of development constraints and opportunities. This section also 
details the design process of the application proposals setting out a summary of 
the site assessment and evaluation. 

• The Design section describes the application proposals including an explanation of 
the amount, layout, scale, landscaping, appearance, access and other 
considerations.  

 
 



     

2 

2.0 SITE CONTEXT 
 

2.1 Introduction 
 

2.1.1 To ensure the proposal achieves physical integration, an assessment of the site context has 
been undertaken. The successful integration of the Proposed Development with its 
surrounding context is a key design objective. It is crucial to develop a thorough 
understanding of the context within which the new development will sit and then of the 
nature of the site itself and its immediate surroundings.  
 

2.2 Location 
 

2.2.1 The Site is located approximately 300m to the northeast of Ball Green and 1km west of 
Brown Edge, it is within the administrative boundary of Staffordshire Moorlands District 
Council.  

2.2.2 The Site is surrounded by agricultural land, other than the eastern boundary which consists 
of a track running parallel to the boundary until it meets Woodhouse Lane approximately 200 
metres south of the Site.  

2.2.3 To the east of the site is also the Head of Trent which feeds into the River Trent to the south 
of the Site. Running alongside the river is a footpath which forms part of the Staffordshire 
Moorlands Walks. 
F igu re  2 .1 : S i t e  Loca t i on  P lan  
 

  
 

2.3 Site Description 
 

2.3.1 The planning application site area is 1.85ha and comprises agricultural land that is currently 
in arable use located in the Stoke-on-Trent Green Belt. The Site slopes towards the east 
whereby it almost meets the banks of the Head of Trent. Rows of mature trees line the 
northern and southern boundaries, the western boundary is screened by a hedgerow in 
addition to being the brow of the hill, screening it further from Bemersley Road. The eastern 
boundary of the Site consists of a partially interrupted line of mature trees. 

2.3.2 Overhead powerlines are located approximately 60m east of the site which essentially marks 
the urban rural divide. 
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2.3.3 The site is not located in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), National Park, Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) or another ecological designation. The Site is however 
located within the Green Belt.  
 

2.3.4 An Agricultural Land Quality Assessment was undertaken by Land Research Associates which 
concluded that the majority of the Site is classified as subgrade 3b (moderate quality) with 
some areas being of subgrade 3a (good quality agricultural land). 
 

2.3.5 There are no Public Rights of Way (PROW) through the site, however a public footpath is 
located 200m east of the Site. 
 

2.3.6 The site is not located within any flood risk areas and is in Flood Risk Zone 1.  
 
2.4 Access and Transport Links 

 
S i t e Access  
 

2.4.1 A new Site access will be created running west from the Site, parallel to a hedgerow, to join 
with Bemersley Road. The track will measure approximately 160m. 
 

2.4.2 A full assessment of the accesses arrangements and likely traffic movements is contained 
within the Transport Statement that accompanies the application submission. The Transport 
Statement demonstrates that the proposed access is suitable and adequate visibility splays 
can be achieved and its use would not lead to conditions prejudicial to highways safety. 

 
P edest r ian  Access  
 

2.4.3 There is no formal PROW’s associated with the Site. There is also no footpath along 
Bemersley Road for 165 metres southwards toward Ball Green. However, due to the nature of 
the development this is not anticipated to be a constraint as all deliveries during the 
construction phase and future maintenance will access the site via vehicle.  

F i gure  2 .2 : P ub l i c  R igh t s  o f  W ay  (Source: Google Earth) 
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3.0 PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT 
 

3.1 Introduction 
 

3.1.1 CABE guidance on “Design and Access Statements”, dated 2007, states that relevant planning 
policies and guidance which affect and shape the development of the site should be included 
within the document. Therefore, this section outlines the relevant planning policy context for 
the proposed development considering national and local planning policy. 
 

3.2 National Planning Policy  
 

3.2.1 The updated National Planning Policy Framework (the ‘Framework’) was published in July 
2021. 
 

3.2.2 One of the core land-use planning principles says that planning should seek to secure high 
quality design and a good standard of amenity for all existing and future occupants of land 
and buildings. 
 

3.2.3 Chapter 12 of the Framework sets out how development should achieve well-designed places. 
 
Paragraph 126 of Chapter 12 states: 

“The creation of high quality, beautiful and sustainable buildings and 
places is fundamental to what the planning and development process 
should achieve. Good design is a key aspect of sustainable development, 
creates better places in which to live and work and helps make 
development acceptable to communities. Being clear about design 
expectations, and how these will be tested, is essential for achieving this. 
So too is effective engagement between applicants, communities, local 
planning authorities and other interests throughout the process.” 

 
3.3 Local Planning Policy 

 
Staffordshire Moorlands Local Plan (2020) 
 

3.3.1 The Adopted Local Plan for the Council consists of the Staffordshire Moorlands Local Plan to 
2033, adopted in September 2020 which is the development plan that sets out the plan for 
sustainable development in the district.  

3.3.2 It is considered that the following policies from the plan are of relevance to the proposed 
application.  

3.3.3 Policy SS10 – Other Rural Areas Strategy is relevant where development is taking place 
outside of development boundaries but within the open countryside and Green Belt. Part 3 of 
the Policy states that that development “enhance and conserve the quality of the countryside 
by ensuring renewable energy schemes are of an appropriate scale, type and location”. 

3.3.4 Paragraph 6.63 of the supporting text to the policy states: 
“The development of renewable energy sources will also often be in rural 
areas but such development will almost always have an environmental 
cost as well as benefits. Such proposals must be weighed against the 
continuing commitment to protect the environment. The scale and design 
of such schemes will therefore be of paramount importance and should 
accord with Policy SD 2”. 
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3.3.5 The policy wording in conjunction with the supporting should be viewed positively as it 
appears to be an acknowledgement from the Council that renewable energy proposals require 
such locations. 

 
3.3.6 Policy SD2 – Renewable/Low-Carbon Energy outlines the Council’s aspirations “to meet part 

of the District’s future energy demand through renewable or low-carbon energy sources”. 
The policy outlines that the Council will support small- and large-scale stand along renewable 
or low-carbon energy scheme subject to a number of conditions: 

• “the degree to which the scale and nature of a proposal impacts on the 
landscape, particularly having regard to relevant Landscape Character 
evidence and impact on the Peak District National Park (taking into 
account both individual and cumulative effects of similar proposals); 

• the degree to which the developer has demonstrated any 
environmental/economic/social benefits of a scheme, as well as how 
any environmental or social impacts have been minimised (e.g. visual, 
noise or smell);  

• the impact on designated sites of European (or successor), national and 
local biodiversity and geological importance in accordance with policy 
NE 1;  

• the impact on the amenity of residents and other interests of 
acknowledged importance, including the historic environment;  

• the degree to which individual proposals reflect current local evidence 
regarding the feasibility of different types of renewable or low-carbon 
energy at different locations across the District.”  

3.3.7 Policy DC1 – Design Considerations outlines that all development should be well designed 
and reinforce local distinctiveness. Criterion 2 sets out that development should “be designed 
to respect the site and its surroundings and promote a positive sense of place and identity 
through its scale, height, density, layout, siting, landscaping, character and appearance”. 
Proposals are also required to protect the amenity of the area, set out by criterion 5, and 
“promote the maintenance, enhancement, restoration and re-creation of biodiversity”. 

3.3.8 Policy DC3 – Landscape and Settlement Setting sets out the Council’s requirement to protect 
and, where possible, enhance local landscape. The policy highlights that development which 
would lead to prominent intrusion into the countryside will be resisted whereas development 
that respects and enhances local landscape character, conserves or enhances the biodiversity 
qualities of landscape features and provides opportunities to positively manage the landscape 
and use sustainable building techniques and materials which are sympathetic to the 
landscape will be supported. 

3.3.9 Policy NE1 – Biodiversity and Geological Resources sets out that biodiversity resources will be 
conserved and enhanced by positive management. 
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4.0 INVOLVEMENT 
 

4.1 Introduction 
 

4.1.1 The Framework emphasises the importance for developers to consult with local communities 
and local authorities throughout the design evolution of the scheme. Paragraph 132 of the 
Framework states that: 

“Design quality should be considered throughout the evolution and 
assessment of individual proposals. Early discussions between applicants, 
the local planning authority and local community about design and style 
of emerging schemes is important for clarifying expectations and 
reconciling local and commercial interests. Applicants should work closely 
with those affected by their proposals to evolve designs that take account 
of the views of the community. Applications that can demonstrate early, 
proactive and effective engagement with the community should be looked 
on more favourably than those that cannot.” 

 
4.1.2 In June 2016, Staffordshire Moorlands District Council adopted and published its own 

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), and like national policy, the SCI also places a 
strong emphasis on the need to consult with the council and local community prior to the 
submission of an application despite there being no obligation prior to submission. 

 
4.2 Pre-application Discussions  

 
4.2.1 As part of the design process, pre-application consultation was undertaken with the Council 

in the first instance. The main purpose of this consultation was to establish common ground 
on the principal issues that would need to be addressed in any future planning application, 
the scope of documents that would need to be included within a submission, and how officers 
will seek to determine any future planning application. 
 

4.2.2 A pre-application request was submitted to the Council in November 2021. A formal pre-
application response has not yet been received prior to the submission of the planning 
application.  
 

4.3 Public Consultation 
  

4.3.1 The Applicant has sought to engage with the local community prior to the submission of the 
application in order to make them aware of the proposals and provide the opportunity for 
representatives of the community to raise any comments in relation to the Proposed 
Development.    
 

4.3.2 The Covid-19 pandemic has made public consultation difficult and in terms of hosting a public 
exhibition, this has not been possible due to Plan B restrictions being in place at the period 
of the application preparation.  
 

4.3.3 A consultation leaflet was distributed to nearby residents and businesses, publicising the 
proposals and seeking views on the proposed application. Further details of the public 
consultation are set out within the accompanying Planning Statement.  
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5.0 DESIGN PROCESS 
 

5.1 Introduction 
 

5.1.1 All tiers of planning policy stress the importance of achieving high quality design in new 
development and the contribution that this can make to the promotion of sustainable 
development.  
 

5.1.2 Through the design process, the Applicant has considered the constraints and opportunities 
of the site, in turn carried out an assessment of the Site and subsequently produced an 
evaluation of the site to aid the design process. This following section therefore sets out the 
existing constraints and opportunities present on site, an assessment into the potential 
impacts and a rationale behind the final concept of the proposal.  
 

5.2 Constraints and Opportunities  
 

5.2.1 As part of a comprehensive review of the Site, the existing design and access related 
constraints and opportunities have been identified. These constraints and opportunities have 
been reviewed in the context of the emerging development proposals and the findings of this 
assessment are set out below: 

 Const ra in t s  
• The Site’s designation within the Green Belt;  
• The topography and sloping gradient of the Site; and  
• The need to facilitate a new access from Bemersley Road.  
 

 Oppor t un i t ies  

• The Site benefits from being well screened from rows of mature trees to the 
north and south as well as the brow of the hill to the west; 

• The presence of overhead power lines provides a more urban character to the 
site; 

• The Point of Connnection is through an existing substation located just 1km 
north west of the site; and 

• The Site is not in proximity to residential dwellings with the closest property  
located at Heather View 250m to the south west of the Site.  

 
5.3 Assessment 

 
5.3.1 The site context, site analysis and a review of the planning policies identified a number of 

key issues. These are set out below: 
 

1. The design features should be commensurate with the character of the area; 
and 

2. The Site is located within the Green Belt, so the development must respect the 
openness of the Green Belt and surrounding countryside. 

 
5.4 Concept 

 
5.4.1 Following this assessment, the following concept was adopted: 

 
1 A proposal that is sensitive to the character and function of the openness of the 

Green Belt and the countryside; 
2 Retain and supplement vegetation and landscaping; 
3 Embrace opportunities to enhance bio-diversity where possible; and 
4 Promote sustainability.  
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5.5 Evaluation 
 

5.5.1 In response to the assessment and overall concept the following specific criteria were 
established to guide the detailed design of the development of the Site.  
 

• Create a sensitive access point into the Site so that it can be used throughout 
the construction and subsequently the maintenance of the Proposed 
Development; 

• Ensure the proposed design is sensitive to any surrounding views of the site 
through the positioning and design of buildings;  

• Ensure the design of the BESS is sensitive to the openness of the Green Belt and 
the surrounding countryside; and 

• Ensure any identified ecological habitats are retained and where possible 
incorporate additional opportunities for new habitats to be created.  

 



     

9 

6.0 SCHEME DESIGN 
 

6.1 Introduction 
 
6.1.1 The Site is located within the Green Belt and open countryside, so it is therefore important to 

set out and explain how the use, amount, layout, scale, landscaping, appearance, access and 
sustainability credentials have been considered and are in compliance with both local and 
national planning policies. 
 

6.2 Use  
 

6.2.1 The Proposed Development is for a BESS and once installed and fully operational, the 
development will have the potential to store 49.53MW of electricity.   
 

6.2.2 The Proposed Development would assist with electrical network management through a 
connection to the local distribution network. The main principle of the system is to store 
electricity from the distribution network when the local sources of renewable energy are 
generating more than local demand consumes, and conversely to produce electricity and 
supply it to the distribution network when local consumer demand is higher than energy 
output in the area. This improves management of the distribution network and eases need 
for expensive upgrade and network reinforcement works. There are also more complex 
network benefits of the BESS such as improved voltage and frequency control which again 
assist the Distribution Network Operator (‘DNO’) in managing the network.   
 

6.3 Amount 
 

6.3.1 The size of the Proposed Development has been designed at a scale which works with the full 
extents of the Site and also reflects the identified constraints, whilst also remaining viable 
and able to fully function. 
 

6.3.2 A full layout showing the Proposed Development is enclosed with the application, but in 
summary it will include: 

• 14 RISEN energy storage container units containing the batteries, associated 
control equipment, PCS inverters, cooling system and fire safety equipment; 

• A 132kV substation compound, with a maximum height of 5.5m, with a District 
Network operator (DNO) substation (up to a height of 3.75m), customer 
substation (up to a height of 2.9m) and a communications hub;  

• A dedicated access track and security fencing enclosing the site; 
• 14 Low Voltage (LV) substations each with an open air transformer will be 

installed with the blocks of battery cabinets. The LV cabins are typically 2m 
high, 3.7m long and 2m wide which will be painted green. The transformers are 
generally 2.5m high, 1.5m long and 2.5m wide. 

• High Voltage (HV) switchgear is required to accumulate all the HV cables from 
the transformers before connecting to the grid network.  

• Before connection to the grid, the Distribution Network Provider (DNO) requires 
an Intake Substation with various protection settings to protect the grid from 
any faults that the BESS may cause. This intake substation will be built in 
compliance with building materials approved by the local planning authority.  

• A Security system is required to prevent both unauthorised access into the 
battery storage system, which is an energy import and export system, and to 
protect the equipment. This will consist of a 2m high palisade fence which is a 
requirement by the DNO around the 132kV sub-station to ensure the adequate 
security and safety. The palisade is the usual specified fence system to install 
from the DNO’s. A 2m high deer fence will be erected around the perimeter of 
the Site as an enclosure. A security beam system will also be installed around 
the fence perimeter. The security beams will be approximately 1.2m off the 
ground and will employ laser technology so no artificial lighting will be required. 
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6.3.3 The BESS will be painted to seamlessly blend in with the surroundings, with the equipment 

being predominantly painted dark green. 

6.3.4 This amount of development is required to allow the proposed development to be efficient 
and viable for the developer and is considered a suitable amount of development for the 
main development area of 1.85 hectares. This amount of development can be adequately 
catered on the site without impacting upon the openness of the Site or the Green Belt whilst 
also mitigating any other constraints. 
 

6.3.5 Conclusively, the amount of development proposed is considered to be appropriate and 
acceptable for this site. 
 

6.4 Layout 
 

6.4.1 The proposed layout is shown on the enclosed Site Layout Plan (Ref: C0002462_02_PL Rev 
C). 
 

6.4.2 The layout has been prepared having regard to the individual site constraints and 
opportunities previously identified within this report. The proposals have been designed to 
minimise the amount of land required whilst ensuring the efficient operation of the system.  
 

6.4.3 The 14 containers will be housed in a single enclosure, to the south of the Site. The 
proposed 132KV Substation will be to the north east of the Site. 

 
6.4.4 The retention of existing trees and vegetation around the boundary of the site assist to 

mitigate any impact of developing the site upon the openness of the Green Belt. With the 
retention of these features, views into the site are almost entirely blocked from the east and 
west of the Site, the brow of the hill on the western boundary also prevents the Site being 
viewed from the nearby highway.  

6.4.5 Further landscape enhancements have been included to minimise the impact of the 
development visually and on the openness of the Green Belt. Extensive landscaping includes 
native woodland planting to the east of the Site, native tree planting around the Site and 
along sections of the proposed access road, new and reinforced hedgerow planting to create 
a buffer between the proposed siting of the infrastructure and the west of the Site and a 
proposed wildflower meadow surrounding the proposed development. The landscaping will 
also deliver ecological benefits to the Site.  

6.5 Scale 
 

6.5.1 The scale and massing of the proposed development responds to the following factors: 
 

1. The scale is required in order to make the scheme viable; and 
2. The scale of the equipment is dictated by the standard technology dimensions 

chosen in order to make the proposal work on the site. 
 

6.5.2 A full set of drawings are enclosed within the application submission, but the maximum 
height of buildings and structures (including plinths) are set out in the table below: 

 
 Tab le  6 .1 : Tab le  Show ing  M ax im um  He igh t  o f  Bu i l d ings  &  S t ruc tu res 
 

Building / Structure Maximum Height 
Energy Storage Containers 2.3 metres 
LV Substations 2 metres 
Customer Substations 2.9 metres 
132kV Substation Apparatus 5.54 metres 
DNO Substation 3.75 metres 
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Palisade Fence 2 metres 
Deer Fence  2 metres 

 
6.5.3 Overall it is considered that the proposed development is of an appropriate scale and will 

therefore be compatible with the surrounding area.  
 

6.6 Landscaping 
 

6.6.1 A Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) of the Site and Proposed Development has 
been undertaken in order to determine the Site’s suitability for the proposed development 
and advise on a suitable landscape strategy in order to successfully absorb development into 
the surrounding landscape.  
 

6.6.2 The proposed landscaping as part of the development will enhance the area ecologically and 
visually. All proposed trees and hedgerows will be a native species and strategically placed to 
ensure any impact on the openness of the Green Belt is reduced.  

 
6.6.3 The conclusions of the LVIA state that beyond the Site and its immediate setting, minimal 

adverse effects are likely to arise, ranging from Neutral to Minor Adverse, on the local and 
wider landscape character and visual receptors at Year 1. This is as a result of the current 
level of enclosure to the Site and the small scale and nature of the Proposed Development. 

 
6.6.4 The Site is considered to make a very limited contribution to the purposes of the Green Belt. 

Moreover, due to the fundamental characteristics of the Proposed Development, including its 
impermanence and, the likely degree of harm is further restricted on the Green Belt and 
limited to the Site itself. It is considered this in accordance with national and local planning 
policy. 

 
6.6.5 A Landscape Strategy Plan is proposed to mitigate the perceived impact. The mitigation 

measures proposed include native woodland planting to the east of the Site, native tree 
planting around the Site and along sections of the proposed access road, new and reinforced 
hedgerow planting to create a buffer between the proposed siting of the infrastructure and 
the west of the Site and a proposed wildflower meadow surrounding the proposed 
development. The impacts of the proposal will also only be temporary due to the 40 years 
use proposed. 
 

6.7 Appearance 
 

6.7.1 The overall appearance of the Proposed Development will be functional, sympathetic and in 
keeping with the surrounding context utilising a discrete palette of materials and colours. Full 
details of the Proposed Development including the boundary fencing are enclosed with the 
application documents.  
 

6.8 Noise 
 

6.8.1 Given the proximity of the site the nearest dwelling (over 0.25km) at Heather View, the 
accompanying Noise Impact Assessment has concluded that there will be no adverse impact 
upon the amenity of any nearby residents. Taking into account the Site’s location with a 
sloping topography at the brow of a hill, facing towards a valley with very few residential 
dwellings, the potential for excessive noise pollution during the construction phase is 
minimal.  
 

6.9 Flood Risk Assessment 
  

6.9.1 A Flood Risk Assessment and outline Drainage Strategy has also been prepared by SLR and 
submitted as part of this application. A screening assessment has reviewed the flood risk 
posed by all potential sources including, tidal, fluvial, groundwater, sewer and water mains, 
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reservoirs, canals and infrastructure failure. This concluded that further, detailed assessment 
of flood risk is not necessary, due to the low risk posed by the sources of flooding 
investigated in the screening study. 
 

6.9.2 A Surface Water Drainage Strategy has been developed to control surface water discharge 
from the Site (and thereby downstream surface water flood risk) as well as mitigate against 
the impacts of climate change. A series of two swales is proposed to mitigate impacts of 
changes in storm water runoff. 

 
6.9.3 The proposed strategy will ensure that proposed development will not increase the flood risk 

elsewhere and the runoff will have no adverse impact on the water quality at the Site and 
surrounding area, including the point of discharge. 
 

6.10 Access and Permeability 
 

6.10.1 Access to the Site is proposed to be gained from the western boundary to join Bemersley 
Road. After the completion of the construction phase, maintenance visits will be de minimus 
occurring twice a month.  
 

6.10.2 A Transport Statement has been submitted with this application which assesses the local road 
network and vehicular movements associated with the development during construction and 
once operational, assesses the impact and outlines if mitigation is necessary.  
 

6.10.3 HGV construction traffic will route to the Site taking Norton Lane of the A53. This then 
becomes Bemersley Road to the north which leads all the way to the application site via 
travelling north. Over the 36 week construction period, it is expected that the development 
will lead to an increase in traffic movements of 4-5 two-way vehicle movements per day 
which will have a minimal impact on highway capacity. 

 
6.10.4 The overall impacts of construction and operational traffic associated with the Proposed 

Development are considered to be minimal. It is clear that there are no highways or 
transportation reasons why the Proposed Development should be prevented or refused. 
 

6.11 Heritage  
 

6.11.1 A Heritage Desk Based Assessment accompanies the planning application and assess the 
impact of the development on nearby heritage assets. There are no designated or recorded 
non-designated heritage assets located within the Site and therefore, no heritage assets 
would be physically affected by the proposals 

 
6.11.2 The proposal would result in no harm to the significance of designated heritage assets within 

the wider landscape. The DBA concludes that the key contributing heritage interests to the 
significance of those, and all other, heritage assets, and the ability to appreciate their 
significance, and all key views towards, from and including them, would be preserved.  

 
6.12 Sustainable Design 

 
6.12.1 The proposed development is in itself inherently sustainable as it has been designed to serve 

its purpose, which is to store and provide a significant amount of renewable electricity over 
the next 40 years in a very sustainable manner.  
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7.0 CONCLUSIONS 
 

7.1.1 This Design and Access Statement describes how a scheme has been developed which meets 
all the technical requirements for an ESS whilst also addressing the specific issues arising 
from the Site and its context. 
 

7.1.2 Key design and access benefits of the proposed development include the following: 
 
• Once installed, and fully operational, the Proposed Development has the 

potential to store up to 49.53MW of energy, with significant beneficial impact on 
the purposes of supporting sustainable development; 

• An appropriate use for the Site given its low impact;  
• The Site benefits from existing landscaping which will be maintained and 

enhanced;  
• One of the main reasons that this site has been chosen is its proximity to an 

existing grid connection point and a lack of suitable alternative sites to 
accommodate the development;  

• The impact of the proposal on the Green Belt is mitigated through extensive 
landscaping enhancements;  

• The proposed development is temporary and will revert back to its current state, 
with inclusion of proposed landscape and ecology benefits remaining; and  

• Ecology improvements are proposed throughout the scheme to preserve and 
encourage wildlife on the Site.  

 
7.1.3 The Proposed Development can be sensitively accommodated in this location whilst ensuring 

the preservation of local amenity, ecology and the character of the wider landscape, 
minimising the impact on the Green Belt and represents a responsive design in terms of 
landscape features within the Site.  Local characteristics of the landscape will not be 
significantly affected, and the introduction of landscape enhancements will preserve and 
enhance the existing character, reducing any impact on the openness of the Green Belt. 
 

7.1.4 As a result of the above considerations, it is concluded that the Proposed Development 
accords to all relevant planning policies at a national and local level. 


