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MINUTES  OF  BROWN EDGE PARI SH CO UNCIL  EXTRAO RDINARY  MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY  20 T H  OCTOBER  2021    

B ROWN EDGE VI LLAGE HALL  –  7 . 00PM 

Present: Councillors – Cllr. Turner (Chairman), Cllr. Felton (Vice Chairman), Cllr. Sherratt, Cllr. Corbett, Cllr. 
Bedson, Cllr. Woodward, Cllr. Hargreaves, Cllr. Turner Holdcroft, Cllr. Wright, Cllr. Owen, County Cllr. 
Flunder and District Cllr. Porter 

 

10 Members of the public were in attendance.   Minutes recorded by Mrs. D Wheat (Clerk)   

 
1. Chairman’s Welcome and Announcements:   

The Chairman opened the meeting and thanked the three local PCSO’s and the two guest speakers 
Melanie Langdown from the Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership and Michelle Shaker from 
Community Speedwatch for attending, along with several members of the public. 

 
2. Acceptance of Apologies for Absence: 

Cllr. Lea – dispensation for recovery period from illness 
Cllr. Flunder – other Council engagement 

 
3. Parishioners Concerns: None  

 
4. Guest Speakers: 

 a) Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership - A presentation was given by Melanie Langdown.  

 Vulnerable road users were identified: 

• Young Drivers 

• Pedal Cyclists 

• Young Children 

• Pedestrians 

• Motorcyclists 

Over 50% fatal accidents in Staffordshire include commercial vehicles (Vans/HGV) 

Fatal Four – Risk Factors: 

• Under influence of Drink and Drugs 

• Mobile Phone users while driving 

• Speeding 

• Not wearing a seat belt 

http://www.brownedge-pc.gov.uk/
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S.S.R.P is a partnership of several organisations, including Police, Fire, County Council, Highways England.  

Key areas of their work are: 

• Education through early intervention training (working with schools, Cycle Be Safe be Seen 

campaign and young driver/CBT rider training, pedestrian road sense) 

• Road Engineering improvements (for example bollards and junction design). 

• Enforcement of the Law (average speed cameras, smart motorway signage/detection Junction10 – 

13 – soon to be extended to Junction 15 and mobile speed camera vans). A discussion was also had 

about camera offence outcomes.  Approximately 50% attend speed awareness training, 25% fixed 

penalties, 12% prosecution and the remainder cancelled (Appealed, none UK Drivers, faulty data). 

• Community Engagement through Community Speedwatch volunteer groups, Grant funding, SID Data 

sharing from parish equipment to build evidence. 

 

 b) Community Speedwatch - a presentation was then given by Michelle Shaker. 

• Approximately 60 Speedwatch Groups in Staffordshire.  

• Demonstration of the radar device (cost £430 for device, signage, high-vis jackets and training) 

• Explanation of the data log sheets – speed, colour, registration number, time, mobile phone? 

• Minimum of 2 volunteers 

• Warnings are issued and data logged for repeat offenders 

Three members of the public volunteered at the meeting.  Michele explained that five volunteers 

were needed to start a group.  It was suggested to do short sessions of 1 hour and to change 

locations, different days and times.   

A discussion was had about social media and people pre-warning others of the Speedwatch team. A 

positive of this is that it could pre-slow them down in the first place if they fear being caught. 

Data protection for volunteers was discussed and Michelle explained that all recruitment is done 

through her department to ensure volunteer data safety. 

Redesigning road layout with road narrowing, Parish Gateway speed signage and speed limit 

repeaters were discussed. 

Average speed cameras are extremely expensive and unlikely to be installed through villages.  A 

blended approach is advised for effective village presence.  A combined approach will help to 

change people’s habits: 

• Community Speedwatch Volunteer Group 

• Visits from Road safety Camera Van  

• Parish funded Speed Indication Devices (SIDS) 

• Grants are available for speed reduction initiatives or road safety training initiatives within 

the community.  Application process has been made easier for people to access. 

• Parish Councils can communicate via their Highways Liaison team at the County Council. 
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 Parking buddies (cartoon characters with lollipop) were discussed for signage around the school. 

 Norton Green special police officers explained that they will work with Brown Edge to form the 

volunteer group.  Cllr. Porter suggested the volunteer group could also include Endon Parish area.  A 

three-village collective approach.  Norton PCSO’s will contact the Clerk to arrange a date for a 

recruitment event at Brown Edge Village Hall in the coming weeks with refreshments. 

 Publicity was discussed to spread the word for recruitment – Local press, Newsletters and Social 

Media.  Volunteers need nurture and support to keep up teamwork. 

5.  Motion to apply the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 section 1 (2) to exclude the 

Press and Public for the purpose of Confidential item 5a: 

 Proposed Cllr. Corbett – Seconded Cllr. Woodward – Motion Carried at 8.10pm 

a) Negotiations regarding the purchase of the Holly Bush. 

The Council were updated on all the stages of negotiation and sources of advice as part of 

that process including the Council’s Solicitor and advice from the Staffordshire Parish 

Councils Association and the National Association of Local Councils.  As instructed on 6th 

October the Council has paid a 10% deposit to our solicitors RJS, which includes a 

contractual arrangement that can’t be disclosed because of the confidentiality agreement in 

place at the request of the Vendor.  The Council now have a period of time to secure the 

funding required to complete the purchase.  The Clerk and Chairman have spoken to the 

valuation officer Neil Ravenscroft at SMDC and he will be presenting a formal valuation to 

the Council in due course. 

 

8.27pm Confidential business concluded.  

 A resolution was then proposed to move the discussion back into an open meeting for the press 

and public.   

 Proposed Cllr. Hargreaves – Seconded Cllr. Owen – Motion Carried 

 

b) Negotiation to secure purchase of the Holly Bush Car Park land.  A business plan was 

scrutinised by the Council to enable an application to be submitted for approval by the 

Staffordshire Parish Councils Association prior to submission to the Secretary of State for 

approval to borrow from the Public Works Loan Board.  The Clerk advised that funds could 

be Vired from the New Cemetery earmarked fund up to the value of £70,000.00, plus 

£10,000.00 from the Council reserve fund, plus £10,000.00 earmarked funding for the Holly 

Bush Project with £5,000.00 in an emergency contingency fund for any additional 

administration costs. Totalling £95,000.00 available for the negotiations to be completed to 

secure the purchase of the land.   
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  A debate then ensued about the formation of a Community Interest Group to enable the 

council to apply for grant funding for the heritage of village centres in Rural England.  The 

risks and gains were discussed.  

 

It was RESOLVED to Vire the New Cemetery Earmarked fund and the Reserve Fund to the Holly 

Bush Project. 

Proposed Cllr. Hargreaves – Seconded Cllr. Sherratt – Motion Carried 

 c)  Review of the application to apply for the Public Works Loan.   

  This is the document that outlines the councils plan of why the loan is needed and how the 

council intent to pay it back.  Please note that although provision is made if plans to obtain 

finance is not fulfilled it shows that it is the Council’s primary intention to sell the land to a 

Community Interest Group formed for the purpose of maintaining long term operation of 

the pub for the community.    This group will be able to raise and access funds required to 

invest in the Village Centre future much easier than the Parish Council.  It is noted that the 

Council’s ownership of land would be relatively short term and that a CIC should be formed 

without delay.   

 d)  Motion to apply to the Secretary of State for the Permission to Borrow from the Public 

Works Loan Board. 

It was RESOLVED to seek the approval of the Secretary of State to apply for a PWLB loan of 

£175,000.00  over a borrowing term of 25 years for the purpose of purchasing land adjacent to 

the Holly Bush Inn on High Lane in the centre of the Village of Brown Edge. 

 

Proposed Cllr. Owen – Seconded Cllr. Woodward – Motion Carried 

 e)  The Council RESOLVED to take out Conveyance Insurance and other insurance as required 

to secure the purchase of land. 

 Proposed Cllr. Turner Holdcroft – Seconded Cllr. Sherratt – Motion Carried 

The Chairman explained that a further Extraordinary meeting may need to be arranged for Wednesday 27th 

October as negotiations progress.   

6.  Meeting was closed by the Chairman 
 

Meeting Ended at 21.50 
 

 

I hereby state that this is a correct account of an extra ordinary meeting held by Brown Edge Parish Council. 

Signed: (Chair) Councillor                                                                                    Date: 

 


