
 

 

  
                          
 
 
 
                                    BROWN EDGE PARISH COUNCIL. 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 1

st
. April 2019 at Brown Edge Village Hall, School 

Bank, Brown Edge, Stoke on Trent. 

             Present: Councillor A. Basnett (Chair).  

                    Councillors G. Cooper, C. Holdcroft, L. Lea (also District Councillor), J. Sherratt,  
                                       J. Shufflebotham, P. Turner, S. Turner & P. Woodward 

                    County Councillor K. Flunder.  
                    District Councillor C. Jebb. 

                    Seven Members of the Public. 

    1:19. Apologies for Absence. 

     Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D. Spooner (Family).  

    2:19. Adjournment of Meeting for Public Participation. 

 A member of the public asked why the minutes of the last meeting had not been displayed on the 
Council’s website. This had unfortunately been due to staff holidays. 

 District Councillor Jebb reported that this would be her last attendance at a Parish Council meeting 
due to her decision not to stand for re-election on the District Council. Sincere thanks were 
expressed for her long and valuable service. A further discussion was listed on the agenda for later 
in the meeting. 

 District Councillor Lea reported that the litter bins which had been reported as overflowing would be 
emptied shortly. 

 She had also reported the blocked gullies on Hough Hill. 
 The rules for any Stop & Search operation would be strictly adhered to. 

 County Councillor Flunder reported that he now had a list for DHP monies and explained how 
funds would be spent. He hoped that Brown Edge would benefit. 

 He also reported on the re-launch of the Community Fund in the Spring. 

    3:19. Declarations of Interest. 

 Councillor Basnett declared an interest in matters pertaining to the Holly Bush Inn car park. 
 Councillor Lea declared an interest in matters pertaining to planning. 
 Councillor P. Turner declared interest in matters pertaining to the Village Hall. 

 4:19. Confirmation of Minutes.  

 The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4
th
. March 2019 had been circulated and they 

were duly approved and signed as a true record. 

      5:19. Matters Arising. 

 The Community Foundation of Staffs had been informed of the Council’s decision not to enter this 
year’s Best Kept Village Competition. A reply contact had asked the reasons why and had been 
informed. The contact stated that the Foundation would run the competition on similar lines this 
year but would take any comments into account for next year’s competition. 

    6:19. Other Matters for Discussion. 

 It was reported that Brown Edge Allotment Association had collected all the due rents and 
agreements for the allotment site and would deliver these to the Council the next day. 

 Complaints had been received about two overflowing litter bins in the village and as stated above 
the bins would be emptied shortly. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  7:19. Reports & Actions. 

 The Cemetery Recorder reported that there had been three purchases of graves and interments 
with one at double fees and one interment fee. There had also been two purchases of cremated 
remains graves and interments with one at double fees, one headstone fee and one headstone fee 
for the Garden of Remembrance. 

 He also reported that there had been one complaint about an untidy grave space and this had been 
checked by the Contracts & Maintenance Committee for report later. 

 The family donation to cover the cost of the new trees / shrubs had been forwarded to the Council’s 
bank account. A drawing and details of a commemorative plaque to highlight the donation had also 
been received. This was studied and agreed that it be accepted. 

 The Contracts and Maintenance Committee had met in the Cemetery and had considered the 
suggestions on the tree / shrubs by the family donating the cost of the project. The Committee had 
agreed to recommend that the planting arrangement remained the same. The Committee also 
recommended that an area near to the last row of graves be tidied, a memorial seat be re-sited in its 
original position and that soil be imported to the area below the last row of graves and then be re-
seeded.  

 The Committee also agreed to recommend that the Rules & Regulations of the Cemetery have the 
rule – All Christmas holly wreaths to be removed from graves by the beginning of February – added. 

 These recommendations were accepted. 

 The Committee had also had also visited the Playing Field to study the points mentioned in the 
inspection report on the equipment. It was decided that the missing bolts on one piece of equipment 
and the height off the ground of another piece of equipment was the responsibility of the installation 
firm. The Chairman had met a representative on site and the firm had quoted the sum of £20,774.29 
to put right all the problem areas mentioned in the report. 

 It was agreed to investigate other options and report back to the next meeting. 
 Mention was also made of the need to repaint some of the older equipment. Quotes to be obtained. 

 After the Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee had resigned the Committee had met 
and Philip Berrisford had been appointed Chairman with John Cartlich appointed Vice Chairman. 
The business of the Committee would now continue with a meeting arranged with Hannah Bartlett 
of Urban Vision. A further meeting was arranged for 8

th
. May 2019. 

 Councillor P. Turner gave a report on the last meeting of Staffs. Moorlands Parish Assembly which 
he had attended. Topics discussed were – equestrian related planning queries, update to the Local 
Development Plan, recruitment of members to Midlands Partnership NHS Foundation Trust, SMDC 
Standards and a short discussion on the Moorlands Hospital. 

 He said that he personally felt that the organisation was no longer fit for purpose and that parishes 
should again consider creating their own group. 

    8:19. Planning. 

 The following planning application was discussed and it was agreed to forward no objections, 
subject to normal planning guidelines, to: 

  SMD/2019/0133 Two Storey Extension at 1 Greenfield Close, Brown Edge.  

     9:19. Finance. 

  A NIL Non Domestic Rate Demand had been received for the cemetery.  

   10:19. Orders for Payment. 

   It was agreed that the following items be paid: 

       Adrian J. Mason.                             £      80 – 00. Litter Picking Fee.          
                   John Bourne.                  £                    Clerk’s & Cemetery Recorder’s Salaries. 
                   John Bourne.                             £      96 – 33. Clerk’s Expenses. 
                   John Bourne.     £      33 – 47. Cemetery Recorder’s Expenses.  
       H. M. Revenue & Customs.   £    395 – 40. P. A. Y. E. 
       Classic Stone.        £    195 – 00. Concrete Flower Troughs. 
        
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
11:19. Correspondence.  

    Notice of National Allotment Society A. G. M. – 8
th
. June 2019. 

 Fly the Red Ensign – Merchant Navy Day – 3
rd

. September 2019.   

   12:19. Matters to be Discussed on Notice. 

 Councillor P. Turner wished to move that: 

 1. After many years of waiting for other bodies to resolve the issue, this Council seeks to resolve 
flooding down Sandy Lane and to the houses in Breach Road, and that the Neighbourhood Plan’s 
site criteria should weigh heavily towards the prevention of any development that increased the 
chance of flooding and to finding a permanent solution to existing flooding. 

 It was explained that almost all of the gullies in Hough Hill were blocked which causes flooding in 
Sandy Lane and to houses in the Breach Road area. These would be marked on a map for the 
attention of the County Council, the Flood Officer be contacted and the initiative carried on until the 
remedial work was done. 

 An amendment was proposed and seconded that there was a need to go back to the 
Neighbourhood Plan Committee before its makes a decision. This amendment was LOST. The 
original proposal was seconded and CARRIED with the Chairman’s casting vote. 

 2. The Council seeks to establish a repository and archive for the village artefacts of local 
importance. 

 This motion was seconded and approved. Places for the project would be investigated. 

 3. The Council places on record its thanks to Alderman Christina Jebb for her service as a County 
Councillor for 24 years and District Councillor for 30 years. During this time she has attended 
almost all of this Council’s meetings and represented our community with distinction. We wish her 
well for the future having taken the decision not to stand as a District Councillor. 

 This motion was seconded and carried unanimously. Councillor Jebb personally accepted the 
thanks. 

 Councillor Jebb had presented a card thanking all present for their support over the years. 

   13:19. Matters for the District Council. 

     There were no items for the District Council. 

   14:19. Matters for the County Council. 

                       It was agreed to raise the Hough Hill junction with County Councillor Flunder.  

   15:19. Items to be raised at the Next Meeting. 

 There were no extraordinary items to be raised. 

           16:19. Items for the Website. 

  There were no items for the web site. 

 

 The Chairman closed the meeting by thanking all Parish Councillors for their support during their 
term of office and would hope to meet again after the local elections.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


